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In Siskiyou County, a spraw- 
ling 6,347-square-mile region 
along the Oregon border, local 
officials have refused to say in 
which communities the handful 
of people infected with the 
coronavirus are living. They say 
the “privacy of the patients is of 
utmost priority.” 

The county’s top health offi- 
cial thinks people are better off 
assuming the whole county of 
about 44,000 people is infect- 
ed. Because testing for the coro- 
navirus has been so limited, “he 
wants anyone to assume you 
can catch it from any town,” 
said Brooklyn Tupman, a 
spokeswoman for the county. 

Siskiyou County is not unique 
in citing “patient privacy” to 
withhold information that could 
give the public and policymak- 
ers a sense of where COVID-19 
is hitting the hardest. 

Hospital officials across the 
state, including those in Sacra- 
mento, are refusing to say how 
many patients and hospital staff 
have tested positive for the new 
coronavirus, citing the same 
patient privacy concerns. Even 
the raw numbers are considered 
confidential. 

Likewise, the California De- 
partment of Social Services on 
Friday cited “confidentiality” in 
explaining why it would not 
immediately release details 
about senior-living centers 
known to have confirmed CO- 
VID-19 cases. 

A spokeswoman for the 
state’s county jail oversight 
board cited federal privacy law 
as part of the reason why the 
agency had no plans to collect 
and publish data about the 
number of sick inmates and 
staff in local facilities. 

The regulation most often 
cited to prevent the release of 
information is HIPAA, a federal 
law intended to protect patients 
in health care settings from 
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Newsom says transition 
plan looks at 6 factors 


RICH PEDRONCELLI AP 


California Gov. Gavin Newsom discusses an outline for what it will take to lift coronavirus restrictions during a news conference at the 
Governor's Office of Emergency Services in Rancho Cordova on Tuesday. 
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Slowing hospitalization rates 
and dramatically increased 
testing are the top factors Cali- 
fornia officials are assessing to 
determine when to loosen 
stay-at-home orders designed 
to slow the spread of the coro- 
navirus, Gov. Gavin Newsom 
said Tuesday. 

The plan is designed to tran- 
sition the state from the cur- 
rent stay-at-home orders that 
have ground much of the 
state’s economy to a halt toa 
point when there is a vaccine or 
widespread immunity to the 
virus. 


“This cannot be a permanent 
state,” Newsom said. “These 
stay-at-home orders have a 
profound impact on the econo- 
my.” 

Newsom says his team is 
looking at six parameters to 
determine when to start re- 
opening the state’s economy: 

e Expanding testing 

e Protecting high risk 
groups, including seniors, the 
medically vulnerable and peo- 
ple in facilities like nursing 
homes 

e Ensuring hospitals have 
enough beds and supplies to 
care for patients 

e Progress in developing 
treatments 


e Ability of schools and busi- 


nesses to support physical dis- 
tancing 

e Ability to decide when to 
reinstitute stay-at-home orders 
if needed 

“The most important is our 
ability to expand our testing,” 
Newsom said. 

The state must be able to test 
people who show symptoms 
and identify those in contact 
with people who test positive to 
determine how far the virus has 
spread, according to a present- 
ation provided by Newsom’s 
office. 

For now, testing in California 
is still limited because of supply 
shortages. Newsom has 
established a task force to 
dramatically ramp up testing. 


Ghaly said the state’s testing 
capacity is not where it needs 
to be, and that the state should 
be doing tens of thousands of 
tests per day. 

“Once we hit that level and 
we know that individuals who 
have symptoms can get tested 
and the results avail rapid, 
we'll be able to think about 
modifying these orders,” Ghaly 
said during the Tuesday news 
conference. 

The second parameter is to 
protect high risk groups. That 
includes ensuring seniors and 
other vulnerable people are 
able to stay in their homes to 
avoid catching the disease, 
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States confront practical 
dilemmas on reopening 
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WASHINGTON 

Setting the stage for a pos- 
sible power struggle with Presi- 
dent Donald Trump, governors 
around the U.S. began sketch- 
ing out plans Tuesday to re- 
open their economies in a slow 
and methodical process so as to 
prevent the coronavirus from 
rebounding with tragic conse- 
quences. 

While the crisis is far from 
over in the U.S., with over 
25,000 dead and approximate- 
ly 600,000 confirmed in- 
fections by Johns Hopkins 
University’s count, the dooms- 
day scenarios that were predic- 


A man’s blood 
is collected for 
a coronavirus 
antibodies test 
at a drive-thru 
site in 
Hempstead, 
NY., on 
Tuesday. The 
test takes 
about 15 
minutes. 
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ted just two weeks ago have not world’s largest public health 


come to pass, raising hopes 
from coast to coast. 

In addition to clashing with 
governors over who has author- 
ity to lift restrictions, Trump is 
also taking aim at one of the 


institutions. He said Tuesday he 
had directed a halt to U.S. pay- 
ments to the World Health Or- 
ganization, pending a review of 
its warnings about the coro- 
navirus. 


Trump said that lives could 
have been spared if the out- 
break had been contained at its 
source and if the U.N. health 
agency done a better job in- 
vestigating reports coming out 
of China. 

The president charged that 
WHO failed to carry out its 
“basic duty” and must be held 
accountable. But he also said 
the U.S. would continue to 
engage with the organization in 
pursuit of what he calls mea- 
ningful reforms. 

Politicians and public health 
officials alike have warned that 
an easing of the restrictions in 
the U.S. and Europe will have 
to be accompanied by wide- 
spread antibody testing to see 
who might be immune and 
ramped-up tracing of infected 
people’s contacts with others. 

California Gov. Gavin New- 
som, who has joined a coalition 
with his West Coast counter- 
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